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“The Gateway to the San Joaquin Valley 
and Mother Lode Sections’’ 
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History and Development 


Founded in 1847 by Captain Charles M. Weber, who had 
secured a grant of 48,000 acres from the Mexican govern- 
ment, Stockton soon sprang into importance as an outfitting 
point for the miners of ’49 and 50’s. The city was named 
for Commodore Robert Field Stockton of the United States 
navy, and was incorporated in 1850, when its population was 
2000. The first overland railroad reached the city in 1869. 


With the introduction of grain farming in the great in- 
terior valley of California, Stockton became the principal 
market for the crop. Later years brought irrigation to some 
100,000 fertile acres in the territory immediately surround- 


ing the city and the reclamation of 285,000 in the San 
Joaquin delta. 


Factories manufacturing farm implements followed, form- 
ing the nucleus for development along industrial lines. Two 
more transcontinental railroads came, giving Stockton the 
exceptional facilities of three great systems. Manufacturing 
plants have been attracted to Stockton by reason of its 
splendid transportation facilities and low rates through water 
competition in addition to its strategic location as a dis- 
tributing point, availability in abundance of raw materials ; 
cheap power, inviting climatic conditions and an adequate 
supply of labor through a steadily increasing population of 
wage earners. 


Today in the territory tributary to Stockton can be found 
almost without exception every activity in which the people 
of California are commercially engaged—agriculture, horticul- 
ture, dairying, mining, lumbering and other industries. No- 
where else in California can be seen so many of the varied 
industries as in and adjacent to San Joaquin county. 





A Great Empire 


San Joaquin County, California, embraces an area of 
926,720 acres. It is situated at the northern and lower end 
of the San Joaquin valley, that great empire which comprises 
30,000 square miles or 19,200,000 acres Five hundred 
thousand people live in the San Joaquin Valley. Given the 
same density of population as Belgium this valley of oppor- 
tunity will support 19,950,000 inhabitants. Stockton, the 
county seat, is nearly 90 miles easterly from the Golden 
Gate. 


Two rivers—the Mokelumne and the Calaveras—flow into 
the county from the east, and a third, the Stanislaus, flows 
along the southern border. Crossing the county from south 
to west is the San Joaquin river, which drains the southern 
end of the San Joaquin Valley. Except for the eastern edge 
and the southwestern corner where the land rises into foot- 
hills, San Joaquin County is level: There is a great diversity 
of soils which produce crops in wonderful abundance and 
variety. ‘The statistics in another column tell the story in 
a convincing manner. 


There are 183,853 acres in San Joaquin County included 
in irrigation districts, according to 1920 census figures. 
This figure does not include the lands irrigated by individual 
pumping plants, which, if included, would increase the figures 
to approximately 250,000 acres. In 1909 the total area in 
irrigated districts of the county was 59,811 acres, showing 
the vast development in irrigated lands in the past ten years. 


Three transcontinental railroads serve Stockton. There 
are also branch lines and three interurban railways, besides 
automobile stage lines. River boats operate between San 
Francisco bay and Stockton every day in the year, the 
waterway being maintained by the government at the mini- 
mum depth of nine feet. The tidal action at the head of 
Stockton channel is three feet. Much progress has been 
made on plans for giving Stockton deep water to the sea. 
There are now four miles of municipally owned and con- 
trolled waterfront, while improvements are constantly being 
made, it being a charter provision that four per cent of the 
entire revenue be set aside for waterfront improvement each 
year. 
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Manufacturing Center 


Besides being the center of a rich agricultural community, | 
Stockton, itself, is pre-eminently a manufacturing city. | 
Since the early ’50’s, when the initial industries were estab- s 
lished, until today when its factory establishments number | 
208, manufacturing has played an important part in its * 
development and prosperity. 

In recent years the growth has been particularly marked, 5 
More than 6000 people are employed in Stockton’s varied | 
industries. ‘The payrolls total $7,000,000 each year, = 

Stockton has become a very large producer of tractors, | 
harvesters, plows, scrapers and a variety of farming imple- ; 
ments. | 

Other Stockton industries produce flour, cereals, irriga- | 
tion plants, leather, wallboard, paper cartons, clamshell : 
dredges, pencil slats, window glass and brick. 

It is one of the principal warehouse centers of the Pacific z 
coast, having fourteen public warehouses with a capacity of | 
165,000 tons. 

All of Stockton’s industries have been attracted and | 
prosper because of natural advantages and transportation 5 
facilities. | 

| 
| 
| 


Scenic Wonders 


Stockton is close to the scenic wonders of California. It 
is a delightful drive from Stockton by automobile to the 
wonderful Calaveras Big Trees (Sequoia Gigantea) and back 
in the same day. ‘These mammoth trees are ‘‘the oldest 
living things on earth” and, by comparison what are ordi- 
narily called “‘big trees’’ look like slender saplings. 

Stockton is the starting point for the nearby and famous 
3ret Harte country, the land of gold and romance. 


Lake Tahoe, the Yosemite Valley, the Mercer Cave, 
Hetch-Hetchy, Silver Lake, Carson Spur and other natural 
wonders of the Sierras and their approaching hills, are easily 
and quickly accessible from Stockton by automobile. 

Well-stocked trout streams in the mountains near Stock- 
ton afford healthful sport and recreation for many. 


Crop Acreages 


Acreage devoted to the various field crops in San Joaquin 
County are estimated as follows: 


Chesteitte.4 23" eae he br ae: a. 13 
Pecans ..... alate ere aa eee 
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Cork ¢ i PSPROAD werner BF NY - 11,000 | 
CFAXS oi sea fee ope bs “Raia ee iC MAES te SO 
W heat..... BoE Detain ou ae She Saar, Jee eet Pe 2 
Barley........ i a elit Bivcd he hee oe On ED | 
Gram ‘Sormhitings..¢.i-. 2. eee .... 6,000 = 
Beariah. 8s. M eet sth salay dekh ited 20,000 | 
einem See Oe pe gala | lel AO 3 
MOtCAaLOCS oie ee. - “he OSS ! 
Cheret OV COveia ies fs. ict Te ls hit pe siete tee 10,990 | 
The 1922 acreages of fruits ; 
in the county are: Bearing Acres WNon-Searing Acres | 
Almmonas 205 te a i EE Aa 583 i 
PTI COLTS Los ii eae Li? ASoe 207 : 
Apoies sa) il cin ’ 149 14 | 
PGR TG nt ccceke eaves: yi ees! 4, Oe 1,288 5 
Prunes...... sick e te sciah bE nat) Spann 563 
PADIMGe ie is rip Sate: eae 426 2 
Pease eo ae kee _ 1,011 373 
Cheprriesi0.. cai at 7 2a AD 579 a 
Or aries ee ie cd ane ots 51 6 | 
Lemons ...... YL ae es ed a le 6 3 = 
Walnuts, English ......2:.2...4.....1... 1,626 209 | 
W atnste, BleaGk 2 s e 1,863 1,185 ; 
Grapes, Table............. ge 20,668 8,745 | 
Grapes, Wate. sia bo. 17 ,375 4,320 7 
Ma aT ra 5. kA ee ek pallet tae 4,6 691 2,076 | 
Olives......... waieek al hat) Ree oo eee 651 62 | 
Nectarines..2...-5.2:...004-1. - ue Jk 65 15 i 
CINCO ass. io tae cape hors il gene 74 6 | 
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Schools and Parks 


of 
| 
The Stockton public schools rank high among the cities | 
of the state. Of the nineteen grade schools, fourteen have | 
been erected since 1913, and conform to the latest ideas in - 
school architecture. A total of $2,571,170 has been expended | 
by the city for school buildings and the course of study is : 
complete, including both day and night school classes. | 
The College of the Pacific, one of the oldest institutions a 
in California, is now removing to Stockton. A building fund | 
of $750,000 has already been raised, besides an endowment | 
fund of the same amount. / 
The United States Government maintains an agricultural ? 
training center for world war veterans two miles west of the 
city. 5 
There are also private and parochial schools, a large sum | 
having been spent by the latter for new buildings. 7 
Stockton has a number of beautiful parks. ‘There are also | 
children’s playgrounds with equipment, which are under mu- | 
nicipal supervision. 


Sources of Public Utilities 


Stockton lies near the lower end of the main artesian 
belt occupying much of the floor of the San Joaquin valley. 
Natural gas and flowing water are obtained from deep wells. 
Abundant ground water is obtained at more moderate depths. 

The ground water has precisely the same origin as its 
surface water, namely, the rainfall and snowfall in the 
drainage basins tributary to the San Joaquin valley. 

Stockton derives its present water supply from relatively 
deep wells located within the city limits. Well water is 
obtained within a certain range of depths, varying from 50 
to 100 feet to not over 1100 to 1200 feet. Wells deeper 
than this generally yield inflammable gas. 

Electric power from the mountains is delivered to the 
industries of Stockton. Primary circuits are 2300 volts 
alternatirig current with secondary circuits of 110-220 volts. 
There is also a 500-volt direct current power circuit. Over 
200 h.p. is taken on a special contract rate on energy 
charge and maximum demand basis. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

. ~ . 
A Productive Community | 
With crops valued at $37,956,866 in 1919, San Joaquin | 
County ranks fourth among all the counties of the nation ] 
in agricultural production, according to the 1920 Census of ! 
Agriculture, and ranks first among the 58 counties of Call- | 
fornia in cereal (wheat, corn and barley) production. It 1s i 
far ahead as the greatest potato and onion producing county. | 
More cherries and table grapes are grown than in any = 
other county. It is fourth in vegetables other than pota- | 
toes; fifth in hay and forage; sixth in bean production; “ 
sixth in value of dairy products; seventh in nut production ; 
tenth in value of chickens and poultry; tenth in value of = 
honey and wax, ana fifteenth in the production ot all fruits. | 
When it is remembered that this comparison ranges from = 
one to 58, this showing is remarkable. | 
Figures on San Joaquin County crops as announced by ; 
the Census Bureau are: | 
OLE Cit, ice octet och eked ...-610,748,208 ] 
Other Grains and Seeds.................... 8,067,428 ! 
AP GROr abe 22 ees ass | Ae 9,989,852 | 
PA AAI, MOORE Ora. 6 noe de ansccnchoriobcboeen ins 4,497,117 2 
De CgaT eee cEATNE) PNUD EE oe, labs ile crag te niee 9,432,595 
Alb Cytier (Groeten ks 221,666 * 
Value of Dairy Products.................. 2,340,938 
WIAIS Ors PROULET Witek eet ces rece rge cee tou 877,558 : 
Value of Honey and Wax.............. 28,516 | 
PCr eee VIE WO becct ene cats aceon nde ck én 105,593 x 
! 
! 
‘ 


In 1920 there were 4500 farms in San Joaquin County, 
an increase of 1214 over 1910. There are 926,720 acres of 
land in the county of which area 706,308 is in farms. The 
value of all farm property increased from $67,286,628 in 
1910 to $140,702,764 in 1920. The value of farm buildings 
is set at $11,731,875; implements and machinery at $5,855,- 
919 and livestock at $7,329,162. 


Sm nh He eH mm ee me HH HH HSH ESHA HE SBS HBSS 








+ 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

> 


MR cee come ff cornea ff comme ff ff emcee ff cme Mh fl ccm Hl ff erm A mere Bh ff rm ff ff mene mem BM cme ff hf emerson ff mmm fF comme ff ff ecmmeene ff 6) meme fF cmmmem WN mm ff comme cme if nce ff mee ME ce ff mmm i Hf ememe aem Nf F ecme HEH mmece> eH eee XM me me ene meme BY mem mee iB meme i ems ft if ee ies 


San Joaquin County 


(San-wah-keen) 


Area—1448 Square Miles. 
Assessed Valuation—$96,917,879. 


Banks—Twenty ; Resources, $51,000,000 ; Deposits, 
$43,000,000. 


Churches—All denominations. 


Schools—Buildings, 113; teachers, 445; enrollment, 
16,144. 


Automobiles—16,000, average of one for every five 
persons. 


Number of Farms—4500, seventh in California. 
Roads—490 miles Paved Highway. 
Population—79,905 (54 persons to the square mile). 


Incorporated Cities—Stockton, Lodi, Tracy, Manteca. 


County’s Growth 


Year Population % Increase 
EBSO: c2 sees es oe SA 369 3ik So ts 15.6 
1890) os ap MORO ho cape ee 17.5 
1900) net ee oe Soh ARI ot Ot ee 23.8 
VOT, cei cecheatedenssacee CL in niee eat 43.1 
1930 heehee sth POsU0Os 3 ee ee 57.5 


Assessed Valuation 


1940 5s See Pe es $46,589,111 
OTS: cee alba 8 ely eh eee 68,421,947 
1916 Eas a SN CaO ee ee 70,383,447 
STZ Bick estas ae hea ee me ee 74,766,023 
LOEB 2 le Cri aa ae 7 Secale 79,903,433 
1919 on Fae tore Vee Ate 75,818,814 
19200515 bees AO oe ee 96,896,000 
P92F iS) LUC l ee Cee ea aan Meese 97,521,085 
19929 ee old eset ee aa) Sra 96,917,879 


Growing Commercially 


Bank clearings for six months of 1922 aggregated $55,- 
862,000. Seven years ago the clearings for the entire year 
did not equal this figure. Banking transactions during 1921 
totalled $249,179,300. 


POSTAL RECEIPTS. BUILDING PERMITS. 


Year Total Year Total 

DODO: et: $ 35,074 POU ass. $ 506,494 
1905 3200 SASS AO See eo. 1,019,452 
1910..... ... 90,248 TO oe oe 1,049,711 
TOTS Se .698 POR te 1,497,990 
O20 ok 225,117 LOZD Stik 2 2,617,527 
92d ee Ss 241,444 ROT es. 1,933,181 


Attractive Home City 


The importance of the City of Stockton is emphasized 
by the statistics herein set forth. But in her homes, churches 
and schools,—in her rich necklace of beautiful and fragrant 
flowers,—in her stately shade trees which line the resi- 
dential streets like sentinels from the court of Nature,—in 
her stalwart men and lovely women, whom it is good to 
know, therein Stockton reveals the magic of her charms. 
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Free Public Library 


Stockton has a Free Public Library, containing more 
than 100,000 well selected volumes. It is not a Carnegie 
Library; it is a Stockton institution. The building and its 
valuable contents would be a credit to a much larger city. 


An Ideal Climate 


The climate is marked by the occurrence of two seasons, 
a wet and a dry, contrasting considerably in temperature, 
and widely in precipitation, humidity, wind movement, and 
the relative number of clear days. 


The normal annual temperature at Stockton is about 60 
degrees F. Normal monthly temperatures vary from a 
maximum of about 72.5° F. for the months of July and 
August to about 46.5° F. for the month of January. In the 
summer months high temperatures are sometimes reached 
during the day, but the nights are cool and pleasant. Dur- 
ing the winter or rainy season periods of clear weather are 
of frequent occurrence. 


The average annual precipitation amounts to about 15.5 
inches, taking place almost entirely during the period from 
November to April, inclusive. The rains commonly occur 
as gentle, steady showers, or in rainy periods continuing from 
one to three days, interspersed with periods of clear or foggy 
weather. The occurrence of snow, violent storms, ‘and 
thunderstorms is very rare, so much so as to mark an epoch. 


A Growing City 


The population of Stockton is estimated at 50,000, the 
United States census of 1920 showing 40,296. The 1910 
figure was 23,253. This gives Stockton a high percentage 
of gain (73.3), which is far above the average gain of the 
cities of the country. There are thickly settled additions 
adjoining the city which have not been annexed but for 
practical purposes are considered a part of Stockton. 
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